
CONGRESS 
Legislation Out of Order in Special Session of One 

House: 
See ah0 Senate, pp. 1233-1234. 

In a special session of either Hmae (the other House not 
being in session), petitions and memorials praying for s p e  
c id  legislation have been held not t o  be in order and may 
not be presented. 

New Congress: 
See also "Specid Sessions of Senate," pp. 1233-1234 . 

A new Congress is not assembled until a quorum of each 
House appears, and consequently no business can be 
transacted until the new Congress is assemb1edm2 

The 76th Congres~ expired by limitation of Iaw an Janu- 
ary 3, 1941* at 12 dclock noon, and the Vice President 
made no announcement of the fact, but called the Senate 
to order for the 77th Congre~a .~  

New Session: 

Under the Cunstitution, Congress meek on January 3, 
of each year unless Congress by law determines ather- 
wi~e .4  

It is the tush of the Senate at the beginning of a 
regular session of Congress not to proceed with the trans- 
action of ordinary business, including morning business, 
until after the President of the United States has been 
informed that the two Houses are in seasion and he has 



had an opportunity to communicate with or hm trans- 
mitted his annual rnwsage t o  the two Houses.8 

Business is permitted on reassembling of the lmo 
Houses pursuant to a call of the Pre~ident during a r e c w  
of the Congress for a definite timea7 

At the beginning of the third ses~ion af the 63d Con- 
gress, routine morning bu~iness was tramacted prior to 
the receipt of the annual message of the Prwident of the 
United Statesmg 

At the beginning of the second session of the 91& Con- 
grwa on January 19,1970, the Senate ignored the custom 
and precedent not b transact business on the opening 
day-the Senate having been assured the State of the 
Union message would be unusually 1atee9 

Special Session of Congress: 
See aha "Sped  h i o m  of Senate,'' pp. 1233-1234. 

A majority of the Senate can transact any business it 
C ~ O Q S ~ S  at a special session of the Congress called by the 
President,ln but in 1909, an order waa adopted by the 
Senate limiting the business of that special session. 
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